INSIDE

THE WOODS

A LETTER FROM
THE HEAD OF SCHOOL

Students and Families,
From the moment Ernest Wood knocked on the door of the
farmhouse at 1321 Wirt Road, School of the Woods began its
mission of educating children in accordance with Montessori
philosophy. With a current student body of 342, and 56 faculty
and staff, it is my great honor to be a member of this community
and a part of its long history.
It was a busy summer. With last spring’s completion of the new
Woods High School building, our attention turned to the
surrounding space. In July, we demolished two former high
school buildings and leveled the ground to create a new play
field. We are now preparing to install fences, irrigation, and
grass. Returning and new high school students and families are
eagerly anticipating the completion of the field space.
As many of you know, and in which some of you participated, we
completed the process of whole school re-accreditation last
year. It was a multi-month, giant team effort that involved
students, teachers, administrators, parents, Board trustees , and
five accreditation visitors. I am pleased to announce we have
received full accreditation from AdvancED. You can read more
information regarding our accreditation on page 6.
Keep an eye on the school’s calendar, posted on the website,
www.schoolofthewoods.org. The faculty and staff have planned
many events to help you orient to your classroom, connect with
fellow parents, and visit with teachers.
Wishing you a wonderful year,

Sherry Herron, M.Ed.

Head of School

WOODS HIGH SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION

High School trip to

-Caroline

In July, we were notified that School of the Woods received
whole school re-accredidation!
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!
PHOTOS
SEPTEMBER 23-27: WIRT CAMPUS
(GROUP AND INDIVIDUAL PICTURES)

SEPTEMBER 24: HIGH SCHOOL
(GROUP AND INDIVIDUAL PICTURES)

SCHOOL BEGINNING BRINGS THE
RENEWAL OF OLD FRIENDSHIPS,AND
PROMISE OF NEW ONES.

Crow Canyon

A Parent Chaperone's Account of the Fourth Grade Trip

BY JENNIFER HOFMAN

One evening, I got a text from a friend saying, “Do you want to go to Colorado with me?” I
replied, “Absolutely” and started picturing sitting by a fire in an amazing rustic cabin.
Somehow, the next morning I was at the school filling out paperwork so that they could do a
criminal background check, and signing that I would chaperone 14 fourth graders for a week
in Colorado.
I really had no idea what I was getting into when we left for Crow Canyon, but I couldn’t have
been more impressed with the whole experience! We flew to Durango, connecting through
Denver, and then, took a big yellow school bus to Cortez, Colorado. We stayed in a dorm-type
building and slept on bunk-beds. The bedrooms were divided as follows: six boys with two
chaperones; four girls with one teacher; and the remaining four girls with the other teacher.
We learned more about the Anasazi people (ancestral Pueblo people) on
the first full day than I thought we would learn in the whole week. We
learned about the different time periods the Anasazi lived in, their tools,
shelters, pottery, traditions, religion, food, ect. We started our days in
the classroom learning about one of the time periods and after lunch we
would hike to a life size replica of the shelters/ houses. These shelters
and homes became our classrooms for the afternoon. We had lessons on
fire starting, we used atlatls to throw spears, made pottery, participated
in cleaning real Anasazi artifacts, and the list goes on. This all led to our
final day where we visited Anasazi archeological excavation sites at Mesa
Verde. I was so impressed with the knowledge that we had all acquired!
Every child could look around the site and tell in which time period
these people lived. I fully plan to go back to Crow Canyon again in two
years when my younger child is in fourth grade. It was a wonderful
experience!

ALL SCHOOL CALENDAR

MONTESSORI AND THE HOME
Pilar Higginbotham and Bridget Tomlinson, Early Childhood Teachers, will discuss child development and the Montessori
Philosophy for children ages 2 1/2 to 6 years. Learn how preparing your home environment will assist your children. Hear
tips on morning routines, meal times, and play-space organization.

Saturday, October 19, 2019
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Wirt Road Campus
There is no charge for this event. Adults only. Childcare NOT provided.

RSVP REQUIRED

