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Passing of Board Member: 
Margaret Sallans-Noecker, a former 
School of the Woods parent and 
current member of our Board of 
Trustees, died on April 14, 2013. 
She was Head of School at The 
Parish School.

Learning the Montessori way 

The methods are purposeful but fun and Interesting. This young student is 
working with “Links,” making a length of chain. This activity helps develop a 
child’s fine motor skills.
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The  last day of school is always a very happy day with many significant 
traditional celebrations.  Our collective adreline was running at full speed.

This year, it happened on May 30.  First, the entire school community gath-
ered in the gymnasium next door. Our talented African hand drummers 
gave a great concert just to make sure everyone was properly awake. 

Then the program. After all students had found their places to sit, faculty 
members called out their names by classroom as each one stood to be 
recognized. Each was acknowledged for completing their school year.

The final event was the vaunted traditional International Luncheon, made 
possible through hard work by Elementary parents and teachers alike. 
Parents prepared delicious foods from all parts of the world. Upper 
Elementary fifth-grade students are always in charge of service at the food 
tables.

This year at Woods High School, graduating seniors provided a picnic and 
inflatables for all their compadres. The accompanying photos tell all. v

Last day of school 
calls for celebrations
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An Anual Ritual

Get all wet at the Spring Picnic

An Anual Ritual

Get all wet at the Spring Picnic

The School of the Woods Annual Spring Picnic, sponsored by the Parents’ 
Organization, took place on right on time on Sunday, April 21. 

For several years now the theme has been “Spring Splash,” and that theme 
continues to be a very popular one. In fact, this year’s seems to have been 
splashier than ever, which means that everybody was happier than ever. 

All kinds of inflatables, some of which would get you thoroughly doused, 
were calculated to tickle the fancy of all the kids, plus the hamster balls and 
the Iron Man obstacle course. And there were those other activities kids like – 
face painting, tattoos, color hairstyling, fishing pond, carnival games and non-
stop crafts.

There were more of our favorite foods than the law allows. Our super-efficient 
Parents’ Organization outdid themselves by procuring briskets from Costco, 
taking them to Good Company who smoked and chopped them, then at the 
picnic, turned the beef into soft tacos and chopped beef sandwiches.

Parent Raz Thomson took charge of getting all the potatoes prepped and 
baked right here at the School, ably assisted by parent Sharon Pastor and her 
mother, Angela Speer. Can you imagine handling such a project?

The delicious salad was contributed by Sweet Tomatoes on the Katy Freeway, 
and other goodies from Fadi’s were contributed by Tara Zaafran and family. All 
that topped off by sweet treats, donated by Randall’s on Voss Road and Fiesta 
Mart on Wirt Road. Starbuck’s coffee, too, was available courtesy of Kroger on 
Wirt Road.

These are the big raffle winners:  Sol Sanchez (Alfie the Bear); Jack Oldham 
(Katy Freeway Dining); the McGuire family (MacBook Pro); Mitra Frank (iPad 
Mini); the Denichon family (Splash & Scoop); Mike Stepankiw (Georgia’s 
Market); and Aidan Jordan (Jumbo Hamster Ball).

You can see by all those smiling faces in these photos that a great Sunday was 
had by all. Can’t wait till next spring. v
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Woods High School graduates 22 in May 2013

The Woods High School class of 2013 is its 11th 
graduating class. These 22 bring the total number of 

graduates to 156. 

The graduation ceremony was again held in the Grand 
Foyer of the Wortham Center, beginning with the proces-
sional of graduates, faculty and staff. The ritual Lighting of 
the Flame was performed by Claire Nobles, class of 2012.

Robert T. Deden, President of the Board of Trustees, 
welcomed everyone attending. Then Dr. Betsy Coe, 
Principal of Secondary Education, acknowledged the 
graduates and their accomplishments.

In the awarding of diplomas, teacher John Branch spoke 
the name of each graduate, one by one, who came 
forward to receive the diploma from Dr. Coe.

The ceremony was concluded with the Passing of the 
Flame to the Class of 2014. Students participating in this 
symbolic act were Caroline Catlin Johansson and Matt 
McAvey. This was followed by soprano Sarah Corley Smith 
singing “I’ll Be Seeing You,” accompanied by pianist 
Joanna Thornton, and then the recessional. There was a 
reception following the ceremony. v
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Banquet for Graduates is a great success

Twenty-two graduates, their families, friends, school 
faculty and staff all gathered at the Junior League of 

Houston, 1811 Briar Oaks Lane, for their senior banquet. 

Things got off to a great start by way of a grand buffet with 
two perfectly-prepared entrees – Chicken Piccata with 
Lemon Caper Butter Sauce and Baked Salmon with Dill 
Sauce. Those were accompanied by rice pilaf, penne pasta 
primavera, green beans, and carrot, leek and zucchini 
medley. And of course wonderful desserts. 

After dinner, the evening proceeded as all previous ones 
have. Members of the faculty introduce each graduate  
and facetiously announce the one word which best 
describes (as an honor) the total entity of that graduate  
and then offers a brief explanation. The graduates are duly 
“embarrassed,” as expected.

These are the honor words for this class:  Isaac Arch – 
honored for being Sagacious; Rebecca Arnold – Spunky; 
Adriel Barrios-Anderson – Deliquescent; Lauren Bodron – 
Sustaining; Caroline Connell – Unstoppable; Nik Crawford – 
Barnstormer; Michelle Deden --  Devout; Rachel George – 
Artisan; Eric Grass – Explorer; Susana Hart – Apasionada; 
Daniel Howell – Transcendent; Nicole Kunkel – Diñamica; 
Rachael Leonards – Courageous; Daniel Jin Lang – 
Integrator; Christina Loos – Raconteuse; Katherine Miller – 
Cultivating; Hank Montgomery – Sculptor; Christopher 
Pfützner – Synergystic; Johnathan Scott – Rooted; Marina 
Smith – Tasteful; John Tofuri – Magnifier; and Lauryn 
Welling – Glissée. 

The graduates then had their turn to take the mike and 
reminisce about their years at Woods High School. v

Things get really surreal at
Woods High School Prom

Our 22 graduates, their dates and everybody else made 
up a big crowd of about 100 people who attended 

the Woods High School Prom on May 18. The place to go 
– the Red Oak Ballroom of the Norris Conference Center / 
City Centre (think Town & Country).

The planners of this once-in-a-lifetime event were Aroosa 
Ajani, Johnathan Algeroy, Sarah Al-Sheik, Charlotte 
Brannon, Claire Cooper, Soule Coram, Caroline Catline 
Johansson, Aresha Davwa, Kathryn Deden, Michelle 
Deden, Girija Chatufale, Alli Keys, Dean Neubek, Marina 
Smith, and Charlotte Wiesenthal.They termed themselves 
“The Orchestrators.” Motifs a la works by Salvador Dali 
defined the décor. (Mention Dali, a late-comer to the 
movement, everyone knows what you mean; mention 
André Breton or Max Ernst, not so much.) 

Graduate Katie Miller even created an appropriately-
designed artpiece for display during the evening. Did we 
note that slides of surrealistic nature flashed randomly 
throughout the evening? Teachers Cassie Manley and 
Jessica Harper were chaperones. A fine DJ job was 
handled by teacher Andrew McNally. v
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Here is the complete listing of scholar-
ships and grants garnered by the class:

Isaac Aaron Arch – University of 
Houston Scholarship

Rebecca M. Arnold – Adam State 
College Scholarship, Fort Lewis 
College Merit Scholarship, Whittier 
College Scholarship

Adriel Barrios-Anderson – Brown 
University, Virtuosi of Houston 
Scholarship

Lauren A. Bodron – Centenary 
College of Louisiana Trustee 
Scholarship; Challenge Award; 
Concordia University Texas Walther 
Grant; Goucher College Global Citizens 
Scholarship; Ohio Wesleyan University 
Godman Scholarship; The Evergreen 
State College Scholastic Achievement 
Award; Warren Wilson College Sutton 
Leadership Scholarship; Western State 
Colorado University Mountaineer 
Advantage Award;  West Virginia 
Wesleyan Wesleyan Merit Scholarship

Caroline E. Connell – Belmont Abbey 
College Board of Trustees Scholarship

Nicholas Andrew Crawford – 
Columbia College Chicago 
Achievement Award; Cornish College 
Theatre Scholarship, Assistance Grant ; 
Dean College Performing Arts 

Scholarship-Financial Aid Grant; 
Nebraska Weslayan University 
Scholarship, Achievement Scholarship, 
Theatre Scholarship; SUNY Purchase 
Honors College Merit Freshman 
Scholarship; Texas State University

Rachel Erin George – Tulane 
University Presidential Scholar; Boniuk 
Center at Rice University Religious 
Tolerance Essay Award

Eric Jordan Henry Grass – Trinity 
University Scholarship, University of 
Houston Honors College Scholarship, 
University of Illinois Scholarship, 
University of North Texas Scholarship

Daniel Hunter Peña Howell – St. 
Edward’s University President’s Award, 
University of California, Davis 
Scholarship, University of San Diego 
Scholarship, University of Texas, San 
Antonio Scholarship

Marcela Nicole Kunkel – St. Edward’s 
University Scholarship

Rachael Michelle Leonards – 
Belmont Abbey College Scholarship

Christina Marie Loos – Hiram College 
Dean’s Scholarship; Loyola University 
New Orleans Scholar; Schreiner 
University Presidential Scholarship; 
University of St. Thomas Basilian 
Distinguished Scholarship

Katherine Virginia Miller – Lewis & 
Clark College Trustee Scholarship; 
Trinity University Murchison 
Scholarship

Henry Ryan Montgomery – 
Wentworth Institute of Technology 
Scholarship

Christopher J. Pfützner – Colorado 
School of Mines Scholarship; Conrad 
and Marcel Schlumberger Scholarship; 
Embry Riddle Univership, Prescott 
Scholarship; University of Colorado, 
Boulder Scholarship

Johnathan Michael Scott – Texas 
Technological University Scholarship

Marina A. Smith – DePaul University 
Scholarship; Lewis and Clark College 
Scholarship; Portland State University 
Scholarship; Sarah Lawrence College 
Scholarship

John H. Tofuri – Worcester 
Polytecchnic Institute University 
Award

Lauryn Gabrielle Welling – Denison 
University Scholarship; Rhodes College 
Scholarship; Southern Methodist 
University Founders Scholarship; 
Trinity University Scholarship; Tulane 
University Scholarship

Graduates of 2013 receive offers totaling $2,486,321 in scholarships and grants

WOODS H IGH SCHOOL

Woods High School had 22 graduates this year. We are pleased to note that twelve graduated Summa Cum Laude; 5 
graduated Magna Cum Laude, and 1, Cum Laude. 

National Honor Society members this year were Adriel Barrios-Anderson, Michelle Elizabeth Deden; Rachel Erin George, 
Eric Jordan Henry Grass, Susana Nicole Hart, Daniel Hunter Peña Howell, Marcela Nicole Kunkel, Rachael Michelle 
Leonards, Daniel Jing Lin, Katherine Virginia Miller, Henry Ryan Montgomery, Christopher J. Pfützner, Johnathan Michael 
Scott, Marina A. Smith, John H. Tofuri, and Lauryn Gabrielle Welling.
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Abstract:
Rebecca Arnold

The Wolf That Cried Dog

In this paper, I look to answer two main questions. 
First, what’s the history of breeding wolves and dogs? 
Secondly, do wolf hybrids make good pets? In order to 
understand wolf hybrids, it is necessary to do some 
research into the history of wolf domestication, the 
traits of wolves and dogs, and the inter-breeding of 
the two. There are two ways that people think about 
wolf hybrids: they either love them or they hate them. 
But groups need to understand that they still have 
wolf traits and need to be cared for differently than 
other dogs. I describe how to take care of one and 
what you need and I warn you about the dangers of 
having one. My goal is that if people can properly care 
for wolf hybrids then we can reduce the number of 
wolf hybrids being taken to sanctuaries.

At Woods High School, all seniors engage in a year-
long independent research project. The Senior Thesis 

class teaches them how to organize their research, but all 
content and revelations are created by the students. By 
the end of the year, they have completed a 35-30 page 
research paper, which includes a Literature Review of 
pertinent research to their field as well as a Thesis, in which 
they are able to put forth their own contribution.

This research and thesis are presented by each student in 
April and May of each school year. The oral presentation 
given by the student is followed by questions from the 
audience.  The presentations represent the culmination of 
each senior’s dedicated work. All members of the School of 
the Woods community are welcome to attend.

Following are the names of the graduates and the titles of 
their theses. At the end, we present three short abstracts 
which indicate the quality of our students’ work.

Isaac Arch - The Autodidact’s Guide to Polyglottery;  Rebecca 
Arnold - The Wolf that Cried Dog: Why Wolf Hybrids aren’t 
Good Companions;  Adriel Barrios-Anderson - Bringing 
Bach to the Bedside: An Integrative Approach to Exploring the 
Curative Effects of Music and the Benefit of Integrating Music 
into the Hospital;  Lauren Bodron - One Person’s Noise is 
Another Person’s Music;  Caroline Connell - Phases and 
Stages: Learning about Child Development;  Nik Crawford - 
Prairie Brook Lane: The Musical;  Michelle Deden - How 

Horseback Riding Neutralizes Disabilities and Creates a World 
of Equals;  Rachel George - Why Study History, Nowadays?: 
How Historians can Stay Relevant in a Sea of Subjectivity;  Eric 
Grass - The Constitution of Education: Changing the 
Fundamental Principles of Public Schooling;  Susana Hart - 
Virgin Mary’s Legacy: How Archetypes Shape Relationships 
Between Men and Women in Modern Day Societies;  Daniel 
Howell – An Alternate Model of Reality: Paradigms Exploring 
Consciousness as the Unfolder of the Perceptible Universe;  
Nikky Kunkel - Seeing Pain: A Comparative Approach to 
Relieving Migraine Visual Auras through Schizophrenic 
Pharmacotherapy;  Rachael Leonards - The Unseen Truth: 
The Harmful Effects Fluoride has on Your Health;  Daniel Lin - 
Energize the Future: How Electric Cars can Steer us Toward a 
Better Tomorrow;  Christina Loos - Using Odorants Scent-
sibly in the Workplace;  Katie Miller - The Omega Ratio: 
Striving for Balance in Life;  CJ Pfutzner - The Pursuit of 
Happiness: Why the Government Should Place Importance on 
the Well-Being of the People, and Why the People Need This;  
Hank Montgomery - Exploring Sustainability: The Balance 
that Built Us;  Johnathan Scott - The Purpose of Dreams: 
Mind, Body, and Soul;  Marina Smith - Tasting Imperfection: 
An Exploration of the Japanese Aesthetic Wabi Sabi Through a 
Culinary Experience;  John Tofuri - It’s Dangerous to go 
Alone: Video Games as a Social Medium and Facilitators of 
Socially Positive Phenomena;  Lauryn Welling - Adopting a 
Biomedical Model for Psychiatry: An Analysis of the 
Potential Benefits and Feasibility. v

We have a passel of quality theses from our graduates

 WOODS H IGH SCHOOL

 
Isaac Arch

The Autodidact’s Guide to Polyglottery

The purpose of this paper is to create a guide for 
learning a language with a focus on attaining fluency 
as efficiently as possible. In hopes of achieving this, 
two main ideas have been applied to the creation of 
this guide, Steven Krashen’s theory about second 
language acquisition and memory techniques from 
Ancient Greece. Krashen states that fluency emerges 
when grammar rules are not consciously learned 
through direct instruction but through focusing on the 
meaning of any given input and as a result, acquiring 
them subconsciously. This is similar to the process by 
which children acquire their first language. Memory 
techniques, in contrast to rote memory, emphasize 
visualization and association instead of repetition only. 
Memory techniques present an effective means for 
learning vocabulary. Learning vocabulary by utilizing 
memory techniques fulfills Krashen’s requirement of 
meaning because the more words of any given input 
one knows, the easier it will be to arrive at meaning.

 
Nik Crawford

Prairie Brook Lane: The Musical

The goal of my senior thesis experience was to learn 
the form and techniques of writing a musical and ulti-
mately write and perform my own. In order to achieve 
this, I scavenged for many sources in libraries and the 
Internet and ended up with a collection of books and 
articles giving me insight into the world of musical 
theatre. The information covered dialogue construc-
tions, character development in songs, how to stage a 
scene, producing on a budget, and designing lighting 
and sound set-ups for performances.

I then wrote my own musical using the knowledge 
accumulated, and plan on performing it with a full 
cast on the date of my presentation. 
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How to make our school more eco-friendly. 
This matter was chosen by Megan Hafer, Nick Rice, Virginia 
Deden and Emily Froming. All of them wrote short reports, 
advocating some marvelously logical changes in proce-
dure, such as using electric hand dryers versus large 
numbers of paper towels; not using overhead lighting on 
days when abundant sunshine will do the trick; replacing 
conventional lighting fixtures with LED types where 
feasible; turning off all electronic devices after 6 PM 
closing time; using larger and/or refillable soap dispensers 
rather than small-size throw-away containers; and 
adopting reusable kitchen items – eating utensils, plates 
and reusable food containers – which can be washed in 
our dishwashers instead of just thrown away.

Following the teachings of Maria Montessori, Woods Middle School 
students chose important community action projects to work on 

during April/May?? this school year. They divided themselves into several 
groups, each tackling a different area of concern.

Middle School students choose Social 
improvement projects For May action

Caring for trees. 
This pursuit was chosen by Rachel Lootens, 
Jacob Lucas, Maya Claypool and Elias Martin. 
Jacob and Rachel wrote a letter to Sherry 
Herron, Head of School, asking permission to 
survey, prune and trim the many trees on 
campus, removing all dead material, for the 
purpose of making the trees healthier. Maya 
and Elias elected to support Trees for Houston, 
and its Help Stop Deforestation program. That 
organization works to plant trees where they 
are needed, thereby helping boost oxygen 
levels in our air and putting the brakes on soil 
erosion. Their method of helping was to hold a 
bake sale on May 13 during carpool time, with 
cupcakes selling at $1.50 each. All proceeds 
were donated to Trees for Houston.
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The On-going Problem of Over-population. 
A sizable group considered this subject of great impor-
tance, but split into two groups in ways to help out. 
David McGuire, Mario Soto and Henry Weeden thought 
it would be useful to instruct a younger class (Upper 
Elementary) by showing a video about the implica-
tions and dangers of over-population and an organiza-
tion that works to reverse the trend. In the same vein, 
Sarah McAvey, Emily Froming, Chad Coffey, Miho 
Maeda, and Lawrence Weeden decided that having a 
bake sale to raise money for Planned Parenthood 
would be productive, and that happened on May 13 at 
11:30, 2:30 and 3:15 dismissal times.

Global Nuclear War. 
Eight Middle Schoolers were greatly concerned with this very 
real threat. Although middle school students have no real 
clout on matters of this magnitude, they can make their voices 
heard. Our group did just that – Lars Koehn, Alexander Pastor, 
Ashraf Thomson, Geoffrey Tomlinson, Hunter Walz, Cole 
Simpson, Muhammad Kamal and Roberto Porras – wrote 
letters to eight world leaders, including President Obama, 
calling for the disabling of their nuclear weaponry.

Hunger in our Community. 
Three of our students chose to address the hunger 
issue. Virginia Lynn Deden, Hailey Hix and Karla Pale 
learned about the local group Kids’ Meals and 
prepared a 30-minute presentation about it. The 
three girls then asked permission of Mrs. Herron 
and Mrs. Dhruv to let them give their presentation 
to the Dhruv class. After it, they requested that the 
children help in decorating paper bags for Kids’ 
Meals sandwiches. In addition, the photos here 
show that our Middle School students went to Kids’ 
Meal and pitched in, helping make sandwiches. v
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Woods Middle School celebration was held May 29

Fifteen Woods Middle School 8th grade graduates gathered for their 
celebration at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, adjacent to the main 

campus. The date was May 29, at 7 PM.

The program began with a processional. Following that, the matriculating 
eighth graders presented “Reflections of the Year,” each speaking on a 
different aspect of the curriculum and other activities.

The complete list of eighth grade graduates is:  Maya Claypool, Chad 
Coffey, Virginia Lynn Deden, Emily Froming, Lars Koehn, Rachel Lootens, 
Miho Maeda, Sarah McAvey, David McGuire, Karla Pale, Ashraf Thomson, 
Geoffrey Tomlinson, Hunter Waltz, Henry Weeden, and Lawrence Weeden.
 
A reception followed the Celebration. v

MIDDLE SCHOOL
C E L E B R A T I O N
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Woods Middle School dance glams it up a la Hollywood

Our Woods Middle School movers-on threw themselves a big party on Friday, May 17. 
They were invited to be glamorous in the fashion of the great movie stars – dress  

formally up to the earlobes or just semi-formal, if preferred. But no bald-kneed jeans, please.

They chose a very nice space for the event – The Refuge. It’s a social gathering place at 
Memorial near Wilcrest, which is part of Memorial Drive Methodist Church. They did indulge 
in some loud music (and why not?), with faculty member Patrick Phipps as DJ. v
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Every two years, Woods Middle School students are  
given the great opportunity to visit and participate   

in oceanic activities at SeaCamp in San Diego. This  
teaching facility was established 25 years ago by marine  
life experts as a way for young students to supplement  
their classroom work with meeting a range of real   
marine creatures.

Our Middle School group spent the week of May 20-24 at 
SeaCamp. This was a science-intensive, educational adven-
ture; They gained knowledge in various areas of marine 
science, obtained hands-on experience in labs and in the 
outdoor environment, honed their skills in recreational 
activities such as snorkeling and kayaking, learned about 
the world of scientific research, and examined the possibili-
ties for careers in science. These experiences, as a supple-
ment to schoolwork, enriched not only their scientific 
knowledge but also their powers of observation, their  
critical thinking skills, their ability to take on challenges  
and try new things; it improved their ability to adjust to 

unfamiliar environments, and heightened their awareness 
of the natural world.

Marine science is a multi-disciplinary field and as a result, 
SeaCamp instruction covers a wide variety of subjects 
including marine biology (ranging from mammals to 
plankton), marine ecology, physical oceanography, chemical 
oceanography, and geology. For Woods Middle School 
students, classroom time took place in the form of work-
shops and labs, geared to tie in with the outdoor education.

Thre was also the fun part:  a trip to sea on a marine 
research vessel, a visit to the world famous Sea World,  
study at Scripps Institution of Oceanography’s Stephen 
Birch Aquarium, exploration of the Pacific Ocean’s living 
tidepools, kayaking and snorkeling in Mission Bay, beach 
activities, plus much more.

Then came the final excitement before packing up and 
heading home – party, party, party, on the beach. v

Another SeaCamp adventure for Woods Middle School

S E A C A M P
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Each April/May, our sixth grade students become 
personally acquainted with life as lived by our English 

settlers in the 1600s-1700s on the upper Eastern Seaboard. 
The area is officially named Colonial Williamsburg, located 
in Virginia. In 1924, it was salvaged from abandonment 
and neglect, restored and then expanded by the foresight 
of one individual, the Rev. Wm. A. R. Goodwin, with the 
financial aid of John D. Rockefeller, Jr. It took years of 
perseverance to acquire property, renovate, rebuild and 
historically-furnish buildings, homes and other structures. 
Today we see what we view as the finished product, 
although still somewhat a work in progress, with a cast of 
hundreds of appropriately-costumed “residents.”

To call this model area “colonial” is apt because beginning 
about the time of the American Revolution, after which 
this country was no longer a colony, another revolution 
was beginning. It was the Industrial Revolution, in England. 
It started in the late decades of the 1700s and ripped 
rapidly through the 1800s everywhere.

Visitors to Williamsburg are therefore seeing a wonderful 
time capsule in action. Our group of 6th graders left 
Houston on April 23 and hit the ground running. The first 
day there saw them touring Jamestown Island and its 

historic Jamestown archaeological site and Jamestown 
Settlement. It was the first permanent English settlement 
in our country.

The next day was devoted to touring Williamsburg 
Historical Village; lots to investigate there. That evening, 
our travelers took in a performance of the big scary “Cry 
Witch Trial.” Day 3 was also spent learning things about 
Williamsburg Historical Village.

Day 4 they were off to Yorktown Living Museum, very close 
by. Jamestown is frequently referred to as the beginning of 
Colonial America and Yorktown as the end of Colonial 
American because of victory at the Battle of Yorktown. 
Days 5 and 6 were again devoted to seeing everything 
there was to see in Williamsburg Historical Village.

Next day, they were off to Charlottesville, VA for more 
sightseeing and lunch at the famous 200-year-old Michie 
Tavern. In the afternoon, the agenda called for a not-to-be 
missed tour of Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello. The last day 
of our travelers’ tour was a stop at the Living Museum in 
Winston-Salem NC, and then on to Raleigh to hop on the 
plane trip back home. v

Sixth grade students visit Colonial America

   WOODS UPPER ELEMENTARY
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To learn more about fossils the 4th graders went on a 
three day field study through parts of Texas. After a 
few short good byes on a bright Friday morning we set 
off for our first stop, the Brazos River. After a long drive 
we finally came to our destination. We dug in the hot 
air for a while and found many Cenozoic fossils. These 
included Gastropods which looked like twirly snail 
shells, small clams and Bryozoans which looked like 
little worm tubes that were 70-80 million years old! 
After finding some amazing fossils, we learned that 
gastropods were very common during this period.
 
We got back on the cool air conditioned bus and set 
off for our 2 hour drive to Mound, TX. Here we 
searched for fossils from the Mesozoic period. After a 
few fun sweaty hours of digging the effort paid off. We 
found 180 - 200 million year old Echinoderms which 
closely resemble puffy sand dollars. We also found 
really old Oysters, foot long pieces of Ammonites, very 
pretty Horn Coral and shell-like Pelecypods. After a 
long day digging it was hard not to sleep. 

The next morning we were all charged up and ready 
to go. We set on our way to our next digging spot in 
Brownwood, TX, singing as went. When we arrived we 
continued to dig and found the oldest fossils we would 
find on the trip. The fossils we found were from the 

Paleozoic era. As we looked among the dirt we found 
fossils that were 280 - 320 million years old! Some of 
these fossils were Brachiopods that looked a lot like 
Pelecypods, we found an amazingly large amount of 
Crinoids, which look like twisty little poles, and we 
found more really pretty Horn Coral. We then came 
across the most amazing fossil of them all... Trilobites. 
Trilobites needed certain circumstances to live so they 
are rare. In fact they were so rare that not everybody 
found one. Eventually we had to move on, so we left 
the hot sunny day to the nice cool bus. That was fun 
but it wasn’t over yet.

Our final destination was near Llano, TX, where we 
saw the highlight of the trip... Enchanted Rock. This 
place does not have any relationship to the fossils we 
were finding it is just a nice geological site to see. 
Enchanted Rock is a mound of pink granite. It was so 
tall that we couldn’t see the top of it from the bus. 
However, we began to hike up the steep mountain. We 
had to take a lot of breaks and took shelter behind 
rocks which acted as wind breakers. When we got to 
the top, the long cold climb was worth it as we had 
great views of the surrounding area. We could even 
see the bus. After a long day we had to return to the 
bus and begin our journey home. We really did have 
an amazing adventure.  v

   WOODS UPPER ELEMENTARY

Fourth Grade Field Trip 

An enthusiastic group of fourth grade students 
took off on March 22 for a weekend of searching 

for fossils, and pretty far afield, at that. Here is a 
personal account of the trip by one of them.

Our Amazing Adventure 
by Natalie Raskin, 4th Grade Student
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Lower Elementary Students spend the last few 
weeks of school studying ancient civilizations.  In 

the true Montessori style, the study is concluded with 
a presentation to the class and even some neighbors.

This year the three classrooms took on ancient 
Mesopotamia, Indus Valley, and Egypt.
  
The class of Mrs. Dhruv and Mrs. Schwarz presented a 
short play of the story of Gilgamesh and then invited 
students to participate in a Market where they 
planned a garden, made wagons, weighed seeds, 
wrote numbers and letters, drew a hanging garden, 
created a time line and ate traditional foods.

In  Mrs. Collins and Ms. Harbaugh’s class, students 
presented the history of the Indus Valley, shared a 

traditional story and a prayer for peace.  Afterwards, 
the students invited their visitors to participate in all 
sorts of activities:  pottery, painting, dressing in tradi-
tional clothing, traditional games, weaving fabric, 
enjoying traditional food, weighing spices and even 
henna tattoos.

Mrs. Stepankiw and Ms.Terry‘s students celebrated 
the ancient Egyptian Culture by building a pyramid, 
dressing in traditional clothing and make-up, writing 
hieroglyphics, creating Egyptian art and setting up 
the Cleo Café to enjoy traditional foods. 

The ancient civilization studies connect the cultures 
and traditions of the past with the present and give 
the students an interactive learning experience that 
stays will them for years to come. v

Ancient Civilizations Come Alive in Lower Elementary
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Natalie Arch – 9th grade Discus

Emily Froming – 8th 100 meter dash
 200 meter dash

Jino Jang – 9th Long jump
 200 meter dash
 400 meter dash
 800 meter run
 4x400 meter relay

Jinyoung Jang – 7th Long jump
 High jump
 100 meter dash
 4x100 meter relay
 4x400 meter relay

Ahmad Kamal – 9th Long jump
 100 meter dash
 200 meter dash
 400 meter dash
 110 meter hurdles
 4x400 meter relay

Mohammad Kamal – 7th Long jump
 4x100 meter relay
 4x400 meter relay

Lars Koehn – 8th Discus
 100 meter dash
 200 meter dash
 4x100 meter relay
 4x400 meter relay

Jacob Lucas – 7th Long jump
 1200 meter run
 4x400 meter relay
 4x100 meter relay

Jordan Lucas – 9th Long Jump
 High Jump
 110 meter hurdles
 300 meter hurdles
 400 meter dash
 4x400 meter relay

Matthew Lucas – x grade Discus 
 100 meter dash
 200 meter dash
 4x400 meter relay

Elias Martin – 7th Long jump
 100 meter dash
 200 meter dash
 800 meter run
 400 meter dash
 4x100 meter relay
 4x400 meter relay

Sarah McAvey – 8th Shot put
 high jump
 long jump
 400 meter dash

David McGuire – 8th High jump
 4x100 meter relay
 4x400 meter relay

Alexander Pastor – 7th 800 meter run
 4x400 meter relay

Daniel Romero – 7th Shot put
 Discus
 4x100 meter relay

Emily Sobelman – 9th Discus

Geoffrey Tomlinson – 8th Shot put
 100 meter dash
 200 meter dash
 400 meter dash
 4x100 meter relay
 4x400 meter relay

Amir Thomson – 10th   

Ashraf Thomson – 8th Long jump
 4x100 meter relay
 4x400 meter relay

Hunter Walz – 8th No stats

Here is the Track and Field schedule for Sprilg 2013, followed by the statiticts for each player.

Woods High school Woods Middle School
March 7 Kinkaid School February 14 Northland Christian School
March 23 Houston Christian School March 5 Northland Christian School
April 4 Houston Christian School March 19 Northland Christian School
April 6 Houston Christian School March 26 and 28 St. John’s School
April 11 Episcopal High School April 2 and 3 Houston Christian School
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It’s year 6 for our Annual Sports Banquet

This year’s sixth and bigger-than-ever sports banquet was held on 
Saturday, April 27. The event was in a new venue, the Texans Sports 

Grill in the new City Centre complex (formerly Town & Country). The 
Texans Sports Grill is a lively place and perfect for our banquet – big 
and roomy and hyper-jivey. One could feel massive waves of energy 
awash in the atmosphere. Lovely.

At School of the Woods, the sports program serves both Woods High 
School and Woods Middle School students.

OFF-SEASON:
Jonathan Algeroy
John Bos
Grayson Koonce-Fisher
Ben Grant
Eric Grass
Trey Mueller-Green
Ayars Lamar
Daniel Lin
Roberto Porras
Roark Segler
Cole Simpson
Aidan Torres
Dylan Welling

GIRLS BASKETBALL:
Natalie Arch
Caroline Connell
Soule Coram
Virginia Deden
Kathryn Deden
Michelle Deden
Hailey Hix
Gabrielle Holt
Alli Keys
Rena Cohen-Kurzrock
Rachael Leonards
Sarah McAvey
Katie Miller

BOYS BASKETBALL:
John Bos
Grayson Koonce-Fisher 
Sonny George
Ben Grant
Eric Grass
Trey Green
Liam Hudson
Ayars Lamar
Daniel Lin

Roberto Porras
Roark Segler
Cole Simpson
Maurice Taylor
Aidan Torres
Dylan Welling

SOCCER:
Isaac Arch
Sonny George
Jino Jang
Jinyoung Jang
Ahmad Kamal
Mohammad Kamal
Omar Kamal
Stone Larkin
Jacob Lucas
Jordan Lucas
Elias Martin
Connor Moore
CJ Pfutzner
Daniel Romero
Geoffrey Tomlinson
Amir Thomson
Ashraf Thomson

VOLLEYBALL:
Sarah Al-Shaikh
Caroline Catlin
Maya Claypool 
Rena Cohen-Kurzrock
Caroline Connell
Claire Cooper
Soule Coram
Anna Defrancesco 
Lauren Green
Megan Hafer
Hailey Hix
Gabrielle Holt
Christina Huntley

Alli Keys 
Rachael Leonards
Sarah McAvey
Katie Miller
Meg Montgomery
Ariel Roberts
Julia Simione
Kiran Sharma
Emily Sobelman
Marie Fertitta-Walker
Anelise Winfrey

TRACK:
Natalie Arch
Emily Froming
Ahmad Kamal
Jino Jang
Jinyoung Jang
Mohammad Kamal
Lars Koehn
Matthew Lucas
Jordan Lucas
Jacob Lucas
Elias Martin
Sarah McAvey
David McGuire
Alexander Pastor
Daniel Romero
Emily Sobelman
Geoffrey Tomlinson
Amir Thomson
Ashraf Thomson

SWIMMING:
Matthew Lucas
Nicholas Rice
Geoffrey Tomlinson
Ashraf Thomson
Hunter Walz

Here are all the details about the medalists:

Seniors 2013:
Isaac Arch
Caroline Connell
Michelle Deden
Eric Grass
Rachael Leonards
Daniel Lin
CJ Pfutzner
Katie Miller

Coaches:
Off-season Keithen Andrews
Volleyball Amanda Villanueva
Soccer Craig Gerhard, Katelyn Rhodes
Swimming Jim Crane
Girls Basketball Amanda Villanueva
Boys Basketball Keithen Andrews
Track Amanda Villanueva,
 Chris Carter, Simon Stewart

Most Outstanding Players:
Volleyball Gabrielle Holt
Soccer CJ Pfutzner, Daniel Lin
Girls Basketball Katie Miller
Boys Basketball Ben Grant
Boys Track Matthew Lucas
Girls Track Sarah McAvey
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Student performers dance the story of “The Nightingale” 

Our annual end-of-school dance 
recital this year was an enchanting 

adaptation of the well-known story, 
choreographed by dance/drama 
instructor Cindy Nevels. The two 
performances were given in Hamman 
Hall at Rice University on June 1 and 2. 
Dance students from three years old 
through high school  performed.

This story is about the Emperor of 
China, who learns that one of the most 
beautiful things in his empire is the 
song of the nightingale. Members of 
the court find the nightingale in a 
nearby forest and the bird agrees to 
appear at court. The Emperor is so 
delighted with the bird’s song that he 
keeps the nightingale in captivity. 
When the Emperor is given a bejew-
eled mechanical bird, he loses interest 
in the real one, which returns to the 
forest. The mechanical bird eventually 
breaks from overuse. The Emperor 

becomes ill some years later. The real 
bird learns of his condition and returns 
to the palace. The specter of Death is 
so moved by the nightingale’s song 
that he departs and the Emperor 
recovers. The nightingale agrees to 
sing to the Emperor of all the happen-
ings in the empire so he will be known 
as the wisest emperor ever to live. The 
tale is based on the Hans Christian 
Andersen classic. 

The dancers were Dorna Abdi, 
Mayowa Afonja, Jonathan Algeroy, 
Ethan Bends, Reece Bends, Faith 
Berrigan, Charlotte Brannon, Dorothy 
Byerly, Sophia Cabrera, Lauren 
Campbell, Anjali Chatha-Searcy, Rachel 
Comfort, Katja Corbett, Averie Corpus, 
Jennifer Deden, Kathryn Deden, 
Emelie Denis, Luc Denis, Catalina Diaz, 
Mei Dickinson, K.T. Dickinson, Marie 
Fertitta-Walker, Angela Froming, 
Hannah Froming, Sarah George, 

Lauren Green, Sydney Jo Harris, 
Susana Hart, Carolina Hauger, Ivy 
Hawkins, Lauren Hilder, Alexis 
Jennings, Emil Jiralerspong, Caroline 
Catlin Johanssen, Alli Keys, Gillian 
Konko, Will Konko, Tessa Krauser, Sarah 
Lallinger, Sarah Lootens, Ellis Lopez-
Koch, Katerina Lowy, Charlotte Loyd, 
Ella Madden, Soraya Maram,  Lillian 
Marino, Harper Martinez-Burdette, 
Deia McGuire, Katie Miller, Karabo 
Mosola, Nikita Nanavaty, Eliza Nelson, 
Nola Nelson, Riley Pracht, Natalie 
Randazzo, Ariel Roberts, Maria 
Romero, Anjali Chatha-Searcy, Isabel 
Smith, Marina Smith, Isabel Stuart,  
Lily Syna, Madison Taylor, Marley 
Tholcken, Avery Tomlinson, Clara 
Trachtenberg, Bree Walker, Joss Walker, 
Elizabeth Weeden, McKenzie Whilden, 
Charlotte Wiesenthal, Faith Womack, 
and Rachel Wright. v
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Drums beat and guitars strum at May recitals
 

AAfrican Hand Drum students of Baba Alafia Ifalade (nee Gaidi) 
gathered at the Unitarian Fellowship near the campus for the 

final drum recital of this school year. They played on Thursday, May 9.

In this recital, Intermediate and Advanced students were presented. 
The Intermediates were Ethan Bends, Jennifer Deden, Syd Hilder, 
Mason Holt, Jarad Knight and Jett Walker. Advanced students were 
Nik Crawford, Jennifer Deden, Michelle Deden and Jack Oldham.

Our acoustic guitar instructor is Bryan Kile. He presented all of his 
students, from beginner through advanced in this recital, which was 
given on May 14, also at the Unitarian Fellowship. Beginner students 
were Maya Anderson, Reed Minor and Henry Weeden. Intermediate 
students were Rohil Bathija, Gavin Minor and Jett Walker. Advanced – 
JinYoung Jang, Lars Koehn, Ashraf Thomson and Gavin Minor. The 
group also included a private guitar student, Bayley Barnett. v
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Former student TRAVIS NATHAN 
BERK sends news that he has grad-
uated from Memorial High School. 
He is off in the fall to The University 
of Texas and will major in Business.

We have received news that 
CHRISTOPHER CRAWFORD, a 
Woods High School graduate 
(2009), received his BA degree 
from the University of Houston 
Honors College in May 2013. He 
took his degree in English-
Creative Writing, Magna Cum 
Laude with University Honors. 
Chris enrolled in School of the 
Woods in Fall 1999.

STEPHANIE EDWARDS, gradu-
ating class of 2008, writes that her 
most cherished dream has come 
true – she’s been accepted to go 
to Navy Officer Candidate School.  
Stephanie received her BA in 
economics from Wake Forest 
University in May 2012, and in the 
interim,  has associated herself 
with CrossFit Winston Salem while 
awaiting acceptance at the Navy School. CrossFit is a 
strength and conditioning program for many purposes.

JAMIE GRUBB came to School of the Woods in 1987. 
He later transferred to Second Baptist School where he 
graduated with honors. Recently, Jamie married Jayne 
Hermann, a native of St. Louis. Both are graduates of 
Texas Christian University  and both have careers in the 
energy sector – she is a Land Analyst in he US Onshore 
Division of Statoil and he is an Analyst in the Energy 
Division of DNB Bank ASA Americas. They will live in 
Houston.

GRAYCIE PALMER, a 2004 WHS 
graduate, became a member of 
the Peace Corps in January 2012, 
and was assigned to environ-
mental education in Central and 
South America. Here’s a recent 
photo of Graycie, all decked out 
for scuba diving in Panama. She 
is a marine biology instructor.

AMY C. FOWLER, MD, was at School of the Woods in 
the 80s. She is now a pediatric hematologist/oncologist 
with the Children’s Blood and Cancer Center at Dell 
Children’s Medical Center in Austin. Dell Children’s has 
recently received $250,000 as part of a grant from the 
corporate source, Hyundai Hope on Wheels. That part of 
the grant will support the work of Dr. Fowler, who will 
focus on behavioral health effects that happen after a 
child has gone through cancer treatments.

We regret to report the passing of AUSTIN STANFILL. 
Austin entered School of the 
Woods in 1997, finished 8th grade 
in 2003 and graduated from 
Woods High School in 2007. He 
had just graduated from St. 
Thomas University as the 
Outstanding Graduate in 

International Studies, and poised 
to pursue his Master’s degree in 
International economic develop-
ment at the Bush School of Government and Public 
Service at Texas A&M University.

WOODS ALUMNI
F I V E  D E C A D E S  O F  L E A R N I N G

Snapshots of former School of the Woods Students

You must be the change you
wish to see in the world.

– Gandhi
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A new program began this spring by the Montessori 
Institute for the Science of Peace. Its purpose is to 

involve adolescents in learning and innovating ways 
to produce goods efficiently worldwide. Held in New 
York City, April 10-13,  this particular session included 
students from Houston, Seattle, St. Paul, and Girona, 
Spain. Houston was represented by School of the Woods 
students Girija Chatufale and Soule Coram, accompanied 
by parent Joan Erickson and Dr. Betsy Coe..

The summit opened with a keynote lecture by Danielle 
Nierenberg, co-founder of “Food Tank: A Food Think Tank.: 
She presented a complex overview of all the factors at 
play in food production. The question was then put to 
them: How do we create a just and sustainable food 
system?” During this phase, the students were privileged 
to meet experts working on the ground in NYC, who 
listened and responded to the students’ findings and 
questions. As part of this summit, the students visited the 
American Museum of Natural History’s Our Global 
Kitchen exhibit. 

In closing the summit, the students prepared a paper, 
“Recommendations for Surviving the Global Food Crisis: 
Creating a Just and Sustainable Food System.” This is its 
preamble:

We are now at a pivotal point in the creation of our 
global food system. We must make a decision one way 
or the other: to change our choices for the better or 
continue down the destructive path we are on. Making 
a just and sustainable food system must entail coopera-
tion across perspectives, including the production, 
processing, distribution, retail, and consumption of our 
food. It is our responsibility to create the ideal food 
system, one in which everyone, regardless of race, 
income, age, or gender, has access to affordable, 
healthy, sustainable food. We, the Montessori adoles-
cents of the world, believe that with this action plan, we 
can change the way food is made, processed, distrib-
uted, and consumed. Every day your food choices affect 
the future of our food system. 

The Preamble was followed by specific recommendations 
in the areas cited. v

Montessori World Betterment Initiative

First International Montessori Adolescent Summit
 

An interesting note about two of our 2014 seniors

T he Houston Chronicle recently held its 26th annual Summer Journalism workshop. We are proud to  
report that two of our Woods High School seniors-to-be participated. The group produced a tabloid 

publication – the Chronicle Cub, dateline July 1.

Arooza Ajani wrote two articles – one describing attributes of Montessori education and the other   
informing readers of medical treatment provided by the Ibn Sina Foundation through its health care clinic  
here in Houston.

Aresha Davwa’s article dealt with Dr. Quentin Dinardo, a psychotherapist. His methods would be termed  
positive psychology, with emphasis on cultivating patients’ strengths rather than just mending their  
psychological wounds.

The 24-page section contains an array of articles on many subjects by students of other area high schools. v
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Reprinted from the May issue of the School of the Woods High School newspaper, The Woodnote

Woods High School Sophomore reports
on Montessori Model United Nations

by Garija Chatufale

The MMUN program (Montessori Model United Nations) has always been a big part of School of the Woods. 
Students from the middle school take part in MMUN to represent delegates from all around the world. As part of 
their preparation, students separate into committees dealing with real world issues being faced around the world 
and prepare a research paper and a speech to present in New York, where the conference is being held. Once in New 
York, the students, or delegates, create resolutions as a way to solve these issues. The conference is concluded with a 
closing ceremony which takes place in the General Assembly Hall of the United Nations.

Woods High School students have the opportunity to train over the summer to become a part of the Dais members, 
consisting of a rapporteur, vice president, and president. The Dais of each committee facilitates the process of 
making the resolution. This year, 14 people from the high school got the opportunity to be part of the Dais in the 
MMUN conference. Some students took the summer training and got invited back this year to be rapporteurs. Two 
students got invited back to be vice presidents for their committee, and one student had the opportunity to be a 
president in his committee. Each of the Dais members has put in a lot of hard work, time, and energy to facilitate 
their committee and prepare for each conference.

School of the Woods also took part in the First International Montessori Adolescent Summit, for the first time! This is 
also the first year MMUN has created a program which is focused on taking action on an issue which is facing the 
world.  Soule Coram and Girija Chatufale attended this year’s Adolescent Summit. The Summit took place from April 
10-12, 2013 in New York. This year, we focused on the Food System, and world hunger. Each pair of students was 
required to choose a sub-topic (food production, food processing, food distribution, or food retail and consumption) 
and research it. They were also required to prepare a research paper on the food system and organizations that are 
helping to end world hunger. At the summit, each pair of students had to present the information they found to the 
rest of the summit group.  To further help educate about the food system and world hunger, several speakers talked 
about the importance of organic foods and local farming. We also interviewed food experts working with food-
related organizations, and got the chance to visit The American Museum of Natural History featuring the exhibition-
“Our Global Kitchen”. To conclude our summit, we created an action plan to take back to our individual schools and 
implement into our lives. The Summit and MMUN were a great success.
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Our students at Woods High School had 
their “best trip ever” for Intersession 3 this 
year. The group took a week-long trip to 
Alaska, with the itinerary arranged by 
parents Joan Erickson and Walt Coram. 
Joan is a native of that state and they own 
a home there, so who could better plan 
such a student trip than she. The trip 
covered the week of March 16-24, so our 
travelers were privileged to see and make 
contact with great masses of snow and an 
abundance of seafood.

Woods High students take Intersession 3 far, far away


